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dre are 8 uncoittahy; or . vigrant: 1 
l more "fluid; unconſtant, and 3 m 
'» ably vagrant, then. , Atheifttcal Thoughts: : An K 
'no Marvel indeed, it being utterly. pai ce 
For ſuch to have any Groußd whatſomever t re 
ux upon · Secondly, As, a, Man, tho be migif 42 
Ae Roppel 2 conſiderable Number of ſueh Drop 

; aſcending to that River; Yer none- belo . 
_ GOD Himſelf could have mopped ſo: many ai} li 
could have dried up that River, yea or ſo min) « 
as-eduld have rendered ir remarkably leſs : Even » 
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' Go, if a Man were ſeriouſly ie he might . 


indeed ſtop a great Number of ſuch unhappyl k 
Thought: 7 yer ſuch getting but once free Entry 2 
Into 4 Man's Heart, none below GOD, can ſtop 1 
"them from filling up, or, from keeping full, that” 
- Ureadfal River of Unbelief; And which very 
, Liogle Conſideratian alone might make the Stout- | 
et to tremble when they perceire any fuch, but 4 
once beginning to ariſe in their Minds, | "Thardly, 
_ As neither . Heat of Summer, nor Cold, ol” 10 
"theſe Drops from riſing out 
guntain, in ſuch 2 warm Soil, 
ren ſo, neither the Heat: of 17 
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"Fiſh FE dub natural River was 2 very re⸗ 9 
1 ne oken of GOD's beth Wiſdom ank 
dneſs to Mankind, as being very both ne- 
cefſar and uſeful, "for W STS the Earth, and 
12 it fruitful, for the comfortable. Süſten-⸗ 
8 tation both of Man and Beaſt, Shy after: 
the Fall; : So, on the contrary, . by Way . 
lin Mimilicude, that metaphorical River of Unbe- 
if, is a conſpicuous Evidence of the moſt un- 
aceountable Folly, -as well as inexcafable In- 
1 the Unbelie ver; toward that wiſe, rind, 
d oblidgirig Benefactor, to whom he owes Soul, 
Body, yea and the very Power of believing ; 1 
an ali. that lie either is, has, "of: ever can * 
pect, now, of for ever. 25 
5 Secondly, As the natural Sep or p 
V And the great River it ſelf, belioved to be very A | 
Hut: contiguous, or, near one another; For the Scrips _/. 
but ture ſhews us, that it was 2 iver before. it 
6:1. went. out of EDEN. 85 Atheifm a and Bae, i 
| off the, 3 both 8 Spring and River, are -_ 4 
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_ -erable Number of Drops as both made up, and [i 

| kept full, ſuch a ſingularly large River as this th 

1 woe are preſently treating of: Even ſo the 
Kart of Man unregeserat, is the only Soil, that 
We read of, in the whole Earth, whence ach 
a huge Spring or Fountain of Atbeiſm can || * 
3 . proceed, ſending turth fuch an innumerable Num- | ** 
ber of godleſs, wicked, and unhappy Thoughts | © 
as both makes up, and keeps full, that large and, ? 
Axeadful River of Unbelief, we are profently men- 
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Fifibly, ly, * that River which went al of 8 

E EN, if it was not the only firſt and moſt t. 
ancient, yet without all peradventure it was one 
ol the firſt and moſt ancient Rivers that did ever | 
run here upon this' terraqueous Glob ;_ Even 
0 tO Unbe lief, F it was net 1 only firſt and moſt 
= ancient, yet without che leaſt Doubt it Was one 
oft . and molt ancient Sins, that ever 
an; ( ſhall T fay e. Nay, rather Man or An 
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pleaſant and fertile Soil: Even fo i 
the very worſt Senfe, Unbelief as it is the ite. 


and broadeſt, ſo undoubtedly it iu che volt oe 3 
tile of all Sins imaginable. | 


Thus having finiſhed theſe paralells we Pe 
proceed, as dur Subject engages us, to give ſome. . 
rational Account why 4 among uch an ichs 


erable Number of Streams or Heads of Er 


and Wickedneſs, all floying from the 'Foun-” ., 
tain of Atherſm, through the River of-1 Unbelief, | 
and running f iftly. towards that infernal Ocean |. 
ſeyeral' Times heretofore... mentioned, as well. as: 
theſe four particularly choſen; ). theſe only dane 
by: . and 1 rather thei any of the 
Sins 7 by 
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. neceffar (for making the paralell 1 run equal in 
Rope ct of Number ) that as the Uwes River 
| had rohr feverg] Heads or Streams, all immedi- 
be 2 proceeding from f it ſelf, whereinto it was 
arted and divided: Even ſo the Jatter, Viz : 


wiſe have four ſeveral Heads, Streams, or Kinds 
of Sin all, in that ſame Manner, proceeding From 
it ſelf, at being* remarkable Parts and' Portions 
thereof. So this much for the Number. Next 


Aifferent Kinds of Sins, all flowing as natur- 
"6B from that metaphorieal Rixer of Unbelief, 
and perhapy! the moſt part, if not all of them, hav: 
FE - Ing as as" near a relation thereunto, as theſe four 
«Particularly _ ehoſen by ns; yet if it can be made 


2 ed Fro, and haye an undeny able re. 


| - lation unto, that unhappy tiver we are fee 
| 5 2 of: 


Lin can be named, that has - nearer: 


51 - unto then, they, (dirt | The 1 a particularly 
. choſen J then fürely in doch a "Cafe, none can deny 
Hur choiſe th be ſufficiently good, for making the 
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* And 2dly, That no other kind of 
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even likewiſe of the kind] But th bi 
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be enſnared by them, when tryſted with allur⸗ 8 
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6” any. ofthe reſt: And that is becaulg the - moſt. 
part of Men by far, and that even of all Ranks and 
Eſtates, if they. would Iimpartialy Examine them 
ſelves, would find that they are guilty of, or at. 
the leaſt enclined unto, many if not the moft par 
of all theſe kinds of Sims, formerly patticulariz! 7 
ed, when tryſted with alluring and ſuitable Temptz © - | 
ations : , Whereas on the other hand, altho they. <. x 


Jknow that now, in this State of Corruption, the root 


o all Wickedneſs dwells in the Heart of each. Man 
whatſomever; yet. nevertheleſs they find that there 
are diyerſe Sins, which they themlelyes naturally 
abhorr, And again there Are ſevera] other Sins ſo 
Diametrieally oppoſite the one to the other, as that 
they cannot pofſſiiy lodge both jn one Subject 2 
once; as for Example, Prophanneſs and Hy- 
criſy Atheiſm and S ror” Fi N tggardlineſs and 
Prodigality, are altogether incompatible: © Where-, 
as there.is no ſuch .Contratiety between any of - 
theſe four ſeveral Kinds De choſen. 
But in brief I reaſon as follows, thus. Theſe 
Sins which ſhew ſuch clear and remarkable To- 
kens and Evidences of Unbelief, as that fewe:- 
quals them, but none exceeds them in fuch E. 
vidences aforſaid, on the one Hand; and then Here 
upon the other, haye ſuch powerful Influence 
upon Mankind, as that the moſt Part of the Chi. 
dren-of Men, by far are, ſubject and liable 9 9 
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N of Ath m and River of Unbelief nd; 
© Spring, 2 e the infernal Ocean e Ts 
merly mentioned : But theſe. four Streams eff Tex 
Sin very ately. ſpoken of, and. particularly cho. him! 
I ſen by. us, are ſuch: Ergo, The Major or For- gert 
mer Propoſition is clear. fince it contains all | 
"the Requiſits neceſſar for making up ſuck a 
Stream ; The Minor or Aſſumption, reſis to be] tot 
roven, which contains theſe” two Branches. ok! 
Firſt, That theſe four particularly choſen the 
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Kinds of Sins ſhews ſuch clear and remarkable tici 


Wt and Evidences, . inf 
And Secondly, That they have Cach powerful Ch 


Influence upon Mankind. Ang as for the flrſt,what | be 
more clear and remarkable Tokens and Evidences, an 
of Atheiſticall Uabelief can any Man think upon || ye 

or imagine, then (with the firſt of theſe particular he 

4 I ehoſen Streams, or Heads] to Doubt, Diſtruſt, Ce. N 
Or with the 24 to Grudge. er Murmure, as/if ki 
hat abſolutely and in every reſpect perfect Being c 
_ undonbtedly failed in ſome Perfection or other: Or | p 
with the 3d, to Sin any of the ways aforeſaid in the | 2 
ue of Means, ſuch as firſt. by limiting theAlmighty ; | t. 
5 as believingthe Creatures Wiſdom, or other Per- ſi 
| - fections, to exceed thoſe of the Creator. Or 2dly, || a 
' By uſeing unlawful Means, as exactly believ- || þ 
ing as aforeſaid. Or 3dly, By ommitting the uſe | | 
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1 Bs s/o ded | #9 Means. 5, King Abax : 2: 72 
e | bly, In care eſly going about e per- 
Fort 0 veh, as in both theſe Caſes, doubting 
A or believing ſuch not to be the effect of never Err- 


ig Wiſdom. Or »tbly, By truſting in, ot relying, | 
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[Age 
ind A me perfection. Ot with 14 4k oY 
or- To be anxiouſly or ſolic touſſy, taken up with the 
of Temporal Cares of this Life, as believing that GOD: 
hes himfelf did not particularly notioe theſe ſmall con- 
or- cerns of Mankind, Diametieraly oppoſit to our 
all Saviours Words Mat: 10. 26: 30. 31. And to 
a his Advice, or Command rather, Mat: 6, 26, ron 
be to that of the Pſalmiſt, Pſa. 55. 22. And to this - 1 
lol Peter 1 Pet 5, 7. Next as to the 2d Branch of! 
ſen the Afl amption or Minox. Viz, That theſe four Par- 
le ticularly choſen kinds of Sins, have ſuch powerful 
\ | | influence upon Mankind, as that the moſt Part of the 
ful Children of Men by far, are Subject and lyable t 
at | be enſnared by them, when tryſted with e 
es, and ſuitable Temptations: Now this will appear 
o very evident, to any Who will ſeriouſly conſider. 
Ir how not only all Unconverted and Unregenerat - 
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c. | Men (and who by far, are the moſt part of Man- 'q 


if kind ) are not only ſ ub} ect and lyable to be I but 
Ng | commonly and uſualy Be) enſnared by theſe four 
Jr particularly choſen kinds of Sins, \ when tryſted with 
ne alluring and.ſutable Temptations; But alſe many 
v; true Converts and Holy Men have been enin 


ar 5 on . 8 
r-. | ſome by one, ſome by eee theſe foun man's of 1 


Ys | arly choſen kinds of. Sins, and that more frequent 
„Ih then by any other kind of Sins whatſomewer. 
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r. . e. Sin of Dovbiing or Diſtruſt? Sen | 
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Heinz from ha e iof Atheiſm, eh " 
River of Unbelief ] and thereby he was enſnareq, 
0 fall as ofien in the third Stream by the uſe df 
— — to free himſelf? Did not Godly 
_ his Son fail the ſame way; falling into both 
theſe Streac;: or Heads of Sin. Gen': 26:7. And 

. whoſe other failing, in reſpect of any other kind 

_ of Sin whatfomever, I ds not remember to find in 
the Scripture? Did not Jacob fall in both theſe kinds 
of Sins [C eſpecily in the Latter of the Two, þ 
6 through the uſe of anlawfull Means) Gen: "27, 
19 * 504 not ckaſt and holy Foſeph his Son ime 
fall ofeyor- then once into that ſame: Sin (of far 
whoſe other failings, I do not remember to have Jthe! 
read in the Scriptures. Gen: 42. 1. Cen 44. 
45. How foully did Peter fall beth into the 
firſt and third Stream by denying his Maſter, 
With Gatlis and Curſes ? Yea and all the reſt of the 
Diſciples, by timerouſly forſaking him, when he 
was apprehended? And as for holy David | the 
Man according to GOD's on Heart] how fre- 
0 1 fell he into both theſe Streams? I ſhall 
- one Day'periſh by Hand of Saul, ſayes he, and 
that after the prophet Samuel had affured him 
ia the Name of the LORD chat he ſhonld be 
EKing. How : doth* the *Pſalmiſt fall into the 2d 
Stream of that unhappy River of unbehef in his 
murmuring at GOD'« dealings Pſal 33. 12. 13514 
And not only he but Fob, Feremiah, and Fonar. How 
remarkably Guilty are all of theſe” Heroes? As for 
the 4th particularly choſen Stream or, Head of Sin, 
Proceeding from that unhappy River aforefaid, viz 
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onderns, akbo echt cad aud baren eee Men 
11 mbit ; he wan in this Stream; Yet my Mem- 
ry does not ſerve me to inſtence any one, of the 
Pain s and Servants of GOD, whom the Sarip- 
ures mention as Guilty hereof, except Martha a- 
one, whom our LORD ſharply x-prehenged for 
er t00 anxious Carefullneſs about temporal Con- 
-erns, Luk: 10 Aly Now here I have mentioned _ | 
Mme of the failings of the Saints, whom through 
Inadvertency thele reſpective Streams have turns” - 
d off of their Feet; and yet whom the Lord of his 
| nerciful Goodneſs, thro * the Grace of 2 Mi 
Jance, has recovered ag tin and has not permitted 
[them to be carried 2. with the Stream; and 
4. [whom by fuch warnings he has undoubtedly made 
ie with a jealous Eye, more cautiouſly to notice and“ * 
r, [guard againſt, and with the higheſt Deteſtation. | 
Ee | more irreconcileably to abhory, all Atheiſtical Un- BER | 
& [belief evermore afterward: Now before 1-conclude * 
e | this Diſcourſe, it will not be improper, for me to 
conſider how I could Anſwer, ſhould any object 
againſt me, in manner following. A Number ( urs | 
Objectors might ſay) of the moſt Famous and E- © | 
minent Champions of theChriſtian Religion m their 
contending and. grappling with this dangerous E- 
emy of Mankind Atheiſm I mean I having evid- 
enced the outmoſt Vigonr of their Will, Skill and 
Strength, in Levelling their Thruſts as ſmartly and. 
ſharply as was poſſible. for them, towards this E- 
neriys Heart directly; and that with > firm ee 
and Reſolution of giving him ſuch a deadly Wound, 
as that ner might be perfectly freed. of his 
eYer more aRerw ard, hare e tothe... 
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nas to enter into this combar( the firſt head wheres | 


| Ae 1. ark. and great Ka of of 1 Hearfs), pes 
oeiyed( by the motions of Liſe they ſaw in him were 
after.) that the very ſharpeſt of their Thruſts hat 
oome very far ſhore of their Aim and Defign : What 
| are you a moſt contemptible Pigmy, bath Ol, Un 
learned, Weak, and fooliſhly aiming at Impoſſibilitysf 
to. preſume” to enter the Liſts with ſuch a terrible = 
Monſter, after youhad feen ſuch notable Heroes ; as (hi 
xe formerly ſpoken of, ſo fan difſppointed? Can]. + 
Vvou imagine that ſuch, weak and tender Thruſts off 3 


I yonrs, ſearce. marking his. Skin, will make 2 Di. yo1 
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vorce between him and his Life, which, none of = 
theſe Worthys could eyer Effectuat... . un 
To this T anſwer, I am very far from en- 
55 tottaining 4 any ſuch thoughts, Tea Further I Judge 1 
it altogether impoſſible for any to do ſo, till] 
the Lord be pleaſed to take the Weapons in 
his own Hand. As for me, who finds my ſolf 
pPyurſued here with a dreadful four-headed Dult, 
moſh maliciouſly thrown againſt me, in my hazard · 


of reflects upon mine Age, the ſecond upon 
- my qualſeations, the third upon my N 
and inability, the fourth and laſt upon my Aim 
or Deſigu ) I intend through Divine Aſiſtancz 
to- give a rational return to each one of theſe: . 
„A 0 the . firſt, popoſed in contempt of mine 

. tho Wen my ſelf to be PRs 75 |: 


ee gage to limite the Holy 
Ifraq} to this“ er that Degree of * een 75 
e ally. doth (tho not ſo: fre- 
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her Even fo he both can; and really doth, (tho not 
99 > frequently, yet ſometimes as certainly ). ſerve 7 
Us wvmſelt and e his own . Honour, * Infants 
unnd Sucklings, in the one extream; an 
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0 iſhing Youth; 'by - an old Eli or Simeon, as by 
* wong Phineas | or Elibhu: For though thoſc 
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Di young; Met exceeded / (as ordinarly . 75 
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do exceed) the old, in the Zaalbuſneſs or Vigo 
of their Actions or diſcourſe; yet the old ( 3 | 
nerat old Men J underſtand) very far outſtrip 
che young, in their humility, Patience, Self- -deny- . 34 
al, contempt of the World, Cheerfnl' Submiffion, 105 
and entite reſignation to the Divine Will, and 
eber ech ö abafng, and GOD exalting Graces 
aid Vertues (all which are Woft acceptable in the 4 
1? | Sight of ER Fog mote acceptable thanm any, 
ordinary ap moſt brightly in the Lives and 
7. Se 4m lipious and: godly young Men! 
yer the Pallour of old Men in ſuch Zeal, or Vi- 
or u afsrfald, is not ſo muah their Sin; as the 
Weannen and Infirmity of Nature, whereas tha 


Failotr of y Young od "in theſe other Graces 
is conſtantly 


d with ſome Degree of Sin. i 
Farther it 1 0 obſervable, that diverſe Times that 
1 bus e Man ouiſtrips himſelf, A mines cis! blight £7 
in Nis old Age then in his Yomth;in'the Graces . 

= Nan, Patience: c. Ita and even im Falth it 
* lt s for Inſtance DAVID; who ahbe Man 
„ acctrting//to-GOD's' own Heart,” vet, «(notwithe 
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$ Ahn Gould be King ) — you | b obſerve os 
how low. an Ebb Cantina all ſuch Graces r Ou 
uin his Youth and again how highly they flog His 
when tryſted with as great Straits in his olf nt 
Age: For that End compare 1 Sam: 27% EF 
with 2 Sam: 16. 10, It, 12. Beſides | the 
ot .'-other remarkable Places, arid then judge as Re Na. 
j fon doth diGat; and indeed this ordinarly_ fall bel 
| b.. - out to godly and religions Men, who; the near alt 
er they draw unto old Age, uſually their Hi ha 
wihty, Patience, Contempt of the World, and 
other heavenly Graces of this Kind, daily grow wh 
. «Hine, and appeat more bright in the Eyes o (ha 
9 Men Yea further, I humbly conceive; there i in 
no ſuch Fear of Exceſs in hoſe Graces, wherei 3. 

ele Men ourftfip the yonng ; as -perhaps there 
3: 15 in thoſe others, Wherein the young Men \ 8 
exceed the old ? Tea finaly, has nat the Lord 11 
aſſuredly promiſed, that ſometimes he will - re 
3 favour uch #& he pleaſes, by cauſing 10 
them bring furth fach pleafant Fruit, in theid Je 
old Age A at Scripture kor this, is that Don 
+ Pſal'- z, 12, 135 1. And who can certain) the 
_ "affirm that, that moſt fweet and engourageing al 
- Promiſe; doth rioways belong into me! Next a ©) 
to the ſeconl Head, 8 L acknowledge ber: fit 
1 Learning te be very fall © Fet wb 4 
Vin cher thenifolves ſo Aghoratt;. 2 0 15 ; 
8 


chat the Aim ey OD has tied, or . promifed big 

5 to the wiſe and learned ones of fh 
* Word 6aly * And to uch Works a6 are per- 
8 4 $0 [9 9 i ee Hor . 8 
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" JOur blefled SAVIOUR Himſelf heartily thanx 
e His heavenly Father, .for- that wonderful di . 
- off finguiſhing Kindneſs of His, manifeſted; towards * 
> [even Babes, by revealing, fuch faving Truths unto 4 * 
them, as were me from the Wiſe and Prudent, 
Matt: 11, 27? Lea here again, Lam denen 
below G09 himſelf can be certain, that 1 am w 
tee excluded out * the Number of — 1 
on 


| ing this, Z Ky) to -the third. Darts) 
a hich flee upon thy > Weakneſs hereunta, 1 {| 
4 1 8 thir. four ſhort Anſwers followings | 7 1 
i 4 * anſwer witir the Scripture Ecclef: 
1 * bet the Race 15. not to the ſwift, nor: 
r eee 
wiſe. und adorable Wen enge over-rulethy al 
IJ Things. Secondly, Sauldiers de ver was, nor ever | 1 
will de of equal Strength; kor it is acknow / FR 4 
80“ by all, that every Souldier cannot maten 1 
in Sampſon . or Soli. wi Miedly, The .weakelt- 7 i 
{ Souldicr. is oblidged./ by t Law of Nature, to 
Tihew himſelf as forward and Aeg Wa 4 
and preferve his . native Country. from being I 
Ir and, dettroyed- by the Enemy. * 8 WL 


a ftrongeſt thiy, Even the weakeſt 
dier may happen a a Time, t9cthrow fact a Bal 
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. Horre ds 140 iD benden Aci Hy iba, ten 
his helliſh Tape And Secondly,” To ſee if affe 
| the LORO will be pleaſed: te favour” me fo far his 
is 28 {who kupws, nor e may l] He, "Ifay, wh F\ 
4x bas many times already brought about the moſt fer | 
| | excellent Kade, by the molt unlikely. aud defi E 
ws + Picable Means, and likewiſe'by the weakeft and, 
. moſt warghleſs Inſteuments (even ſometimes hy f 
| fome as contemptible as myſelf ), as-for Inſtancd: Im 
0 By the Touch of a Stick, to draw Water out i 
9 5 vf 2 hard Rock: By the Squndiüg of Rams-Jthi 
Horns, to bring down the Walls of a warlike fi 
on 8 By the Voice of a Man, to 'Exuſe both 
dan and Moon ſtand ſtill in the Midft ef Hex 
Ven about a Whole Day: By ahvintin ' 2 Belly- h 
 blind's Eyes with Spitcle and Clay, to a him by to | 
„Perfect, Sight: By the Miniſtry ef Herd - Men or 
'" and Fiſhers / the moſt vulgar Employment“ 1. i 
DU among the” Childrem of Men} to bang 
(bau the moſt deſtreable Ends Ge Vil 
© The Advancement of his own Goofy, and the 
3 eternal Fappineſs! of "Mens Souls?" He, I fay, 
ho ſo frequently has wrought ſo wonderfully 
. nud admirabiy hithertd: Who knows ret he rey wh 
er. ol his Sacbnb Gobdheſs "to make meéfſar 
* Inſtrument or Tool in h Hand ( tho both f ho 
| une e emma 
: tiers, ot ne wainments the 
- timeovſly, the dreadf ut, Danger of 5 
e Rock. And Careful im 


U 2 ; 
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L 33. J 
Kc bone Nifeourle' ] infleed it is no Binde tho 1 b 
e if affected with Horror,: and, horrible Deteſtation at 
far his GOD - Diſhonouring and Soul- Murthering 
vin Wie xedneſs of Atheift ical Impiety, Incredulity, 
wt for Unbelief ; when Treflect upon, the dreadfull 
lef: Egects thereof ; in all Ages, and throughout the 
ind hole Univerſe ; But efpecially and chiefly upon 
by my own Heart as laid! 1s. So not reſolving to repeat. | 
c>: more of the Matter we have been inſtantly hand . - 
Jing, 1 ſhall deſiſt from enlargeing any further on © 

his Head, Only, this one ſhifting Pretence follow- 

ing of the Athesſts, muſt be conſidered and refut -- 
ted, before we altogether cloſe this diſcoutſe: For 
2 : may be fuppoſe that, as an Excuſe of his ſhifts Þ}: 

ing Pretence,he. will alledge as follows. I hate 
fo be cheated with Shews and Appearances, ſays be, 
for if their be no ſuch Being as GOD, Oh! What Þ} 
in ſcan I ſay then, when, wiſe Men mill mock me. 
and term me, filly poor credulbys Wretch, thus 1 
Fix, abjedly to e frighted by a Pretence of Religion; = 
et up aſa Bugbear to ſcarr timerous Foels, bo 
Y, mill not examine Things deep to the. Bottom ; but ' | 
15 Bild hike; and ſimply believe all alledged, \ To 
ay which Scruple and 8 it is anſwered: The 
me ſſamo implyes a clear ContradiQtion, in ſo far as it 
sch holds out Religion as a meerPretence only: Which £ 
en may eadlly, appear, if we. conſider, 15 chat on 
att the ore Hand. whoever pretends Religion ( ak 
hes biet for Froduceing the Ra defireable Ends imac | 
ori ginable ) if it be for a Pretence meerly and for 
£ nothing e Iſe,as in ehiPlace. isalledged c do thereby | 

mel rendef themſelves confeffed and. notable. Cheats | 
an th ny * i her? the ther e 9 
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= the Ends and Defigns Religion aims-at, drive. 
forward, and advances; being ſuch as Flows ani Na 
— Proceeds from the moſt lovely ard _.delectabl{y 
Fountain of the moſt highly enflamed Love an NP. 
affe ction towards GOD, ſincere and cordial goopor 


t 
he 


Will and Kindneſs towards all Men, prudent 
and commendable Endeavours of proſecuting 
their own real Good and Advantage, who a 
particularly and principally employed therein 
and Slides 'threugh, and Runs in a moſt pleaſan 

= | and delicious Channel, incloſed within ſuch hig 
and remarkable Banks, as not only might includ: 
Men within the Bounds of their Duty, bu 
= Further contains Room enough for the fred de 
= : . Paſſage of all thoſe mighty Streams of Divine E 
WW Graces,blefled and favourable Providences, whichſ bo 
WW if not careſ]y ſlighted, reſiſted and mifimpro 
ven, in all Men certainly might, and in ſuch: 
8s prudently comply therewith, undoubtedly dot 
move and act them forward unto, yea encouragh 
and aſſiſt them, in the daily Practice of all th: 
* moſt happy and honourable, Exerciſes, the humai 
| Nature is capable of performing, dureing t 


Like; ſuch as to love, fear, obey, glorify ant E 
truſt in God, to carry and behave themſelve h 


temperatly and ſoberly, in all their own patticiy a 
Ans Concerns and Affairs; And likewiſe equally 2 
- -ahd ſtraightly under, and anſwerable unto, all : 
me various Methode of GOD's Dealings witly f 
them: To walk kindly and affectionatly, on © 
with another, and to exped and diſpatch, all! 
Wi  Juft, righteous and charitable Offices, one toward 1 
 * another; to ſubdue their Corruptions, nioderaf| 
8 Bards. | i | WET | jc | 
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1. e their Paſſage and Aﬀectiofis ; - mor 
4 and kill all their immoderat and inordinat 

Petre. Defires and Inclinations, after any tem- 
oral Enjoyment imaginable ; fight againſt, re- 
t and overcame all the violent Temptaions 
he Devil or the World without Intermiſſion 
ontinually aſſaults them (ith ; and unweariedly 


o an 
rein land diligently endeavou to abſtain from all 
2ſanfSins and Offenees, irregular and culpable Actions, 


Words and Thoughts whatſomever, which the 
cludd very unprejudieat Principle of Reaſon, within 


bul them cannot but diſſallow and condemn, as vi- 


frei cious and hateful. And finally Terminats and 
ind Ends in the moſt defireable and onda Ocean 
hichl both of the Glory of GOD, (then advanced by 
apro them to the higheſt Degree their corrupted Na- 
fuell tures are capable to be Inſtruments of) and 
dot ſaviſhing . Viſion of his bleſſed Face, and Bn - 
iragg<ſt Enjoyment of his moſt refreſhing, Life: pre- 
1 th ferving and Pyrencreaſing Preſence, and of all 
umaiſ comfortable and Spirit-rejoicing Happineſs and 
th Ble ſſedneſs in him, and with him eternally. Theſe 


elvel haly and heavenly, high, honourable and happy 
ticul as aforſaid; and tending ſo directly to refine 
12114 and elevate the Nature of Man, to the higheſt. 


and Ends 1 ſay, promoved by Religion Chains ſo 


all Pitch poſſible, either in this Life, or in that 


wit ſuocgeding this preſent) do neither ſtand in need 
ond of, nor ( ſeing they ofter no byaſſing Motiyes, _ 
, al nor ſelf-intereſfing Allurements to any) can pof- 


ardd fibly be 


and 2 12 hence we wy FRI the 1 and 
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e the Product of any meer Pretence, 
leratj Cheat or Deceit imaginable : And therefore con- 


1. 4 
* * 3 
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' genwne Ends of Religion ( whatever Abuſes Men 

. may make hereof; Or whatever crooked Defigns 
they may endeavour to further thereby) to be 


Fraud wha ſomever. „ 
13 Secondly, I ſay, Who below the Author 
of Nature as aforſaid, could impoſe, ſtamp and 
= impreſs ſuch an indelble Notion, General and 
| irreſiſtible Perſwaſion (as Religion includes) u- 
pon the Spirits of all Men without Exception? 
13 Thirdly, What could move or neceſſitat 
this omnipotent Anthor preſently mentioned, to 
invent or make Uſe of any Tricks, Pretences 

or Deceits in commanding and ruling his own 


inſtruct you, that you cannot be cheated, while 
you regaird, nor comply with, no religious Die- 
tates, but ſuch as are univerſally engraven upon 
all Men, of which Kind is the Exiftence of a Di- 

| ety, the immediat Subject. of our preſent De- 
bate. And whereas ye Atheiſts ſeem frighted that 
Viſe Men will mock you, your Fear in this Caſe is 


Reſolution of yours might perhaps prove but a 
\ ſmall Defence unto you, againft this Ground of 
your Fear either; ſince Fools are ready to moek 
one another, and for which Reaſon the Deriſion 
of ſuch if you ſhew your ſelf rational J ſhould 


nme 
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5 
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1 


moſt pure, ſimple, and free of all Falſhood and 


filly Creatures, Whom did he pleaſe ) he could in- 
ſtantly redlice unto nothing. So that this may 


_ needleſs and vain; for altho Fools may, yea | 
certainly will mock you, unleſs, you refolye to | 
turn a Fool, as they are (and which unhappy | 


be nothing valued by you; yet no wife Man 


BEE ͤ ͤ¶ů oeed ao ee. Ao 


that adorable and amazing Wiſdom, Power and | ; 
F 


of their Original, Order, andethaſe remarkable 


9 
diverſe other famous and infallible Marks an! 
Evidences obſervable by Mankind, articularly 9 
| NT, unto ſome one only m of 


8. there is, and neceſſarly muſt be a God, 4 


e time Ag | to, prove 2nd, en . 


/ p 


© 37 1] | 
of a Diety, which I ſhall” moſt 1 prove 


unto you, by ſome of the moſt uncontraverted 
Principles of Reaſon reſiding” in your Boſom : g 


— 


be neceſfary for us rationally 00 obſerve, boch 
who are the wiſe Men, and how they would | 
carry in this Affair, we are preſently queſtioning : 
for which end we will divide Mankind into three, 
or, if you will, for your more full Satisfaction and 
clearer information, into four ſeveral Ranks (albeit 
the fourth be ſo notably Superfluous as that one 
ſingle Manof ſuch an odd Qualification did never 
heretofore, nor can poſſibly exiſt  Vez. Firſt, 
OF ſuch as [ from the Jeep Conſideration ß 


Goodneſs, they ' conſtantly behold, perſ picuouſly . 
ſhineing throughout all the glorious Frame of 
this whole World in general, and in each 'one 
of, and among the many various Beings therein 
contained, i in particular, and that both in Reſpe&t 


Ocetrrences, both ordinar ry and extraordinary, __ a 
diſcernable among them continually ; and alſo from 


fingular, all- commanding and oycr-riiing Gover-, || 
non and Diſpoſer ] bavs attained the Hight of —_ 
being undoubtedly and affinedly perſwaded that 


chieſs and 1 
| | K 


— 


or ſupreme Being, whoſe" Soccer y certain, + 
and iadifpesſibly N Exiſtence,, they are at 


j , 
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ing their Intereſt to comply with ſyeh abſurd 


1 
i 


1 


g gainſt the moſt obſtinat and 


Ld 


38, 


; refolute Atbeiſt, by 
tho cleareſt Arguments, the Principles of Kea- 


fon can poſſibly require, if ſuch will only. yeild to 


be determined thereby. Of which Rank of Men, 


there are many Thouſands preſently living in] 


this habitahle World. 


Or Secondly, Such as weakly and faintly only, 
altho truely, believe that there is, of, at the leaſt 


_ ſuppoſes that perhaps there may be, ſome ſuch 
an excellent and adorable Being: but ſuch a 


Arm perſwaſion of whoſe real Exiſtence, as we 


have inſtantly mentioned, The Weakrieſs of their 
Knowledge, together with their heedleſs & precipi- 


tat Inadverteney, or culpable Neglect of due Conſi: 


deration, intirely debarrs them of, and altogether | 
1 incapacitats them, to be in any Meaſure quali- 
8 ed with: Of whick Rank, again there are no 


fewer but rather many more Thoyſands diſper- 
ſed through the World then of the preceeding, 


Or Thudly, Snch as fancies or ſuppoſes, that 


perhaps there is no ſuch unaccountable Being 
or yet ſuch as their various Lives (by engag- 


and irrational Conceits) may have made them 
ſo bighly to exceed this doubtful and wa vering 


5 Degree, As Firſt, To wiſh there were none] 
ſuch, Secondly, To hgpe, Thirdly, To believe, 
And: Fourthly, ( without any rational Ground! 


whatſomever, or rather out over the very Belly 


of the 


ly in ſome Sort to perſwade 


2 


4 . 


f the moſt ſolidly rational Principles) moſt ground-| 
Jeſly and fooliſhly 
Wi - themſelves, that no ſuch Being hath any Exiſt- 
dae, as can call them to a Reckoning, and 
F oi, -,-; ;, © gue]. 
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Kind of 
neceſſar Being. from, by, in, and upon whorh alone,. 
they. all other Beings whatfomever, moff inevi- _ 
tably-do'draw their Original,intirely ſubſift,and al-: 


very few Number, in Reſpect 
rable Multitude of Mankind, have been ſo mi- 
ferably unhappy 'as to touch ) but once being 


w_ 
3 


1 


rigkteouſly puniſh them ner 
demeanor: TheirHappineſs confiſting, as they moſt 


unhappily flatter themſelves, in no leſs contra- 
dictorious an Impbffiibility;, then of compleatlyj 


abſtracting, and intirely withholding, all poſſible 
xiſtence, from the moſt indiſpenſibly 


fogether depend. 


ry 
© 


Rank of Men [ viz, of fach who fancies or 
ſuppoſes that perhaps there 1s no ſuch incom- 


parable Being] there are without Queſtion many 


in the World, whoſe Faces perchance the ig- 


or? leſs accordingly they eſteem "themfelyes 


concerned to maintain or difown ſuch irrational 


3: By 
for their former Miſ- 


And now of the Toweft Degree of this 34 


| heminions and ſhamefull Name of an Athesft, 
oblidges them to cover; that none may deſcern 

them: But as for the reſt of the aſcending 
Degrees hereof, the more attrocious their Crimes 
are, the higher their Danger is, and Number cor- 
feſpondently alwayes the fewer, and ſtill more 


Principles, as they ſtand removed from, or ad. 


vancing towards the higheſt Degree of Atheiſfs 


ical Impiety ; ( and which, indeed few, yea a 


mounted to that damnable Hight, then L all 


of the innume- 


Kind of Viſards & Masks being publickly throwen 1 


away) openly and avowed ly they flight and 


in 


* 


. 


- 
/ * 
» 
4 


deny GOD, But paffing theſe, let us procecd > 
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i our intended e and — athly 
and Laftly ſuch as neither tancy or ſuppoſe only, 
\ that perhaps their may not be, nor yet faintly 
or weakly believe, no ſuch Being as GOD to“ 
exiſt. But furthermore alſ> are moſt undoubt- 
Tah and affaredly perſwaded.., (Let us ſuppoſe | | 
| is 10 1 ſay, far yout more full Information in,and 
1M eaſier keing « of, this Caſe) and that upon 
[the mott ſolide uitcontrayerted Principle, of Rea- | 
fan 12 Serial there were no ſuch Being as || * 
GOD ; nd which Aﬀertion of theirs. they could 
3 by... the sleateſt Light, Humanity is || | 
capable either to diſceru, deſire. or . 
_again(t all ſuch as on or maintain a Diety;, as 
1 and cogently -as. the firſt Rank of 
en could pollibly | prove and make good the 
Contrary: But Men of this Stamp are ſo mi- 
raculous 1 or, rathee ſiniply impoſlible; and con- 
tradictorious Monſters ) as Nature. never” did, nay 
nor yet ( ſhe. or any other Power Whatlom- 
eyer J. ever was heretofore, or ſhall be capa- 
ble 3 to produce, ſo much as one 
. Peron: And. no marvel ſeing how ſoon 
e can prove the Sun while really ſhining, the 
ind while blowing, the Water while run- 
ning, the Fire while burning, the Earth while 
actually yeilding Fruit, and all the other Or- 
dinances of Heaven and Earth while umweary- 

| " expeding their dutifull, diurnal, or annu- 
al offices to have no Rind of Exiſtence ima 
 ginable:* - Then, yea,, and fcarce then, but at the. 
. neareſt never till then, hall it be poſſible for 
x to e the al necelfar Being, ner 
| - er 
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F K 8 
| aberis.. or can be es 15 upon ne 1 
4 theſe preſently} mentioned, and all e "oro - | 
either enſtent, or. pollible, do intirely depend: 
And without which, no other Being could poſſibly 

ever had any Degree of Exiſtence, or yet poſ- 
ſe ' Gbly could ſubliſt for a Moment ) net only to 
J ave been any, way neceſſar, but even not ſo 
l much as fimply toezift. 80 then, all the Race 
dt Mankind being thus divided, the next par- 
1 ticular we ate cohcerned to advert to, is, to 
dl ich of theſe four Claſſes . preſently ſpoken | 
a" of, the wiſe" Man would 5oyn himſelf - Now - 
Here, without any kind of Heſatation, his Reaſort <\; 6 
would obhid; ge im ( without hearkning to which, 1 
he Sid ew himſelf a wiſe Man) 868 7 
Mun the chird and fourth (upon che very Air 
Sound that he heard of their Principles (and 
that not only as fooliſh, and abſurdly irrationals | ? 
but further More allo, in the bigheſt Degiee dread. 
fully dangerous: Nor yet would he content him- — 
ſelf to be one df the ſecond Rank being ce- 
N od lags that the low Degree of Knows #, 4a 
denn 25 x 85 chat Lerend Rack , , 

0 55 Pele thooke, bur” exp pole ang 

1 085 8 th many. fearfull and gere ED 
Temptations, and that both from the Devil, the 
World, and their own filthy Luſts, and ms B 
inclinations; And porſeqenitly his Wiſdoin would 
| imdoubredly engage him, with the greateſt Alacrity. . 4 
"Find Cheerfullnefs, to fly unto the firſt Rank: 
"ak Loads to, the ad d he NE den himſell | 
or. . wg 
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2 worthy Menber of ſuch a prudent 2nd in; 
\  telligent- Society, he would labour by all means 
to grow in Knowledge daily, till he found bim- 
Felf once capable by Ih meer Strength of Reaſ- 
on to convince and confound the meſt reſolute 

| Atheiſt.” 80 for a Concluſion of all this Diſ- 
courſe, we earneftly wiſh the LORD to make 
What is aforſaid, remarkably tend to, the Ad- 
vancement of his own Glory; and to the F urth· 
erance of the eternal Happineſs hoth of the 
Author and Reader, 5 
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